Behind the President’s limousine was an open sedan carry¬ 
ing a number of Secret Service agents. Behind them, in an 
open convertible, rode Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and Texas’s 
senior Senator, Ralph W. Yarborough, a Democrat. 

The motorcade proceeded uneventfully along a 10-mile 
route through downtown Dallas, aiming for the Merchandise 
Mart. Mr. Kennedy was to address a group of the city’s lead¬ 
ing citizens at a luncheon in his honor. 

In downtown Dallas, crowds were thick, enthusiastic and 
cheering. The turnout was somewhat unusual for this center 
of conservatism, where only a month ago Adlai E. Stevenson 
was attacked by a rightist crowd. It was also in Dallas, dur¬ 
ing the 1960 campaign, that Senator Lyndon B. Johnson and 
his wife were nearly mobbed in the lobby of the Baker Hotel. 

As the motorcade neared its end and the President’s car 
moved out of the thick crowds onto Stemmons Freeway near 
the Merchandise Mart, Mrs. Connally recalled later, “we were 
all very pleased with the reception in downtown Dallas.” 

APPROACHING 3-STREET UNDERPASS 

Behind the three leading cars were a string of others carry¬ 
ing Texas and Dallas dignitaries, two buses of reporters, sev¬ 
eral open cars carrying photographers and other reporters, 
and a bus for White House staff members. 

As Mrs. Connally recalled later, the President’s car was 
almost ready to go underneath a “triple underpass” beneath 
three streets—Elm, Commerce and Main—when the first shot 
was fired. 

That shot apparently struck Mr. Kennedy. Governor Con¬ 
nally turned in his seat at the sound and appeared immedi¬ 
ately to be hit in the chest. 

Mrs. Mary Norman of Dallas was standing at the curb and 
at that moment was aiming her camera at the President. She 
saw him slump forward, then slide down in the seat. 

“My God,” Mrs. Norman screamed, as she recalled it later, 
“he’s shot!” 

Mrs. Connally said that Mrs. Kennedy had reached and 
“grabbed” her husband. Mrs. Connally put her arms around 
the Governor. Mrs. Connally said that she and Mrs. Kennedy 
had then ducked low in the car as it sped off. 

Mrs. Connally’s recollections were reported by Julian 
Reade, an aide to the Governor. 

Most reporters in the press buses were too far back to see 
the shootings, but they observed some quick scurrying by 
motor policemen accompanying the motorcade. It was noted 
that the President’s car had picked up speed and raced away, 
but reporters were not aware that anything serious had oc¬ 
curred until they reached the Merchandise Mart two or three 
minutes later. 


x 





A DOCUMENT 

OF GREAT HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE 


“Few who loved John Kennedy, or this country, 
will he able to read it without emotion ” 

anthony lewis. The New York Times 


This completely authoritative edition of the Warren 
Commission Report which you are holding in your 
hands includes—unlike any other mass-distributed 
paperback edition—all the text and every single one 
of the vitally important Commission Exhibits neces¬ 
sary to an understanding of the Report. 

With the expert help and advice of the national staff 
of The New York Times, Bantam Books has been able 
to prepare one of the clearest and most thorough pre¬ 
sentations of the facts concerning the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

The book begins with a section especially arranged 
for this edition. It contains a Prologue by Tom Wicker; 
an Introduction by Harrison E. Salisbury, Assistant 
Managing Editor of The New York Times ; and other 
interpretive articles by Anthony Lewis and James 
Reston. 

In addition, every care has been taken to assist the 
reader. There is a complete picture section, and some 
of the Commission Exhibits in the appendices have 
even been reset for greater clarity. 

The first printing for 700,000 copies of this 800-page 
low-priced edition of the Warren Commission Report 
has been made available to the public just eighty hours 
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after President Lyndon B. Johnson released it. This 
establishes a new milestone in book publishing. A force 
of over 150 skilled men and women at W. F. Hall 
Printing Company in Chicago, Illinois, one of the 
largest printing plants in the world, accomplished this 
gigantic task by working in eight-hour shifts around 
the clock. 

Since President Johnson felt it was of vital import¬ 
ance that the whole truth about President Kennedy’s 
death be given to the world as quickly as possible, 
special arrangements were made to airlift the books all 
over the world. Thus, the Warren Commission Report 
in this edition will be read in London, Paris, Tokyo, 
Melbourne and other cities throughout the world al¬ 
most as soon as it appeared in Los Angeles. 

With the permission of Bantam Books and The New 
York Times, the Book-of-the-Month Club made ar¬ 
rangements to distribute a hard-cover edition as a 
Special Book Dividend. Similarly, McGraw-Hill Book 
Co. made arrangements for this hard-cover edition 
which they will distribute to bookstores and libraries. 

Thanks are due the dedicated men and women 
associated with W. F. Hall, The New York Times, and 
the organizations (some of them world-encircling) 
which distribute mass publications. Without them this 
assignment would not have been possible. 

A portion of the proceeds of this Bantam edition of 
the Warren Commission Report is being donated to 
the John F. Kennedy Memorial Library. 

The Editors of Bantam Books 
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This news story was the very first report of the 
assassination the new York times gave to its readers. 


A PROLOGUE 

DEATH IN DALLAS 
by Tom Wicker 

Dallas, Nov. 22—President John Fitzgerald Kennedy was 
shot and killed by an assassin today. 

He died of a wound in the brain caused by a rifle bullet that 
was fired at him as he was riding through downtown Dallas 
in a motorcade. 

Vice President Lyndon Baines Johnson, who was riding in 
the third car behind Mr. Kennedy’s, was sworn in as the 36th 
President of the United States 99 minutes after Mr. Kennedy’s 
death. 

Mr. Johnson is 55 years old; Mr. Kennedy was 46. 

Shortly after the assassination, Lee H. Oswald, described 
as a one-time defector to the Soviet Union, active in the Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee, was arrested by the Dallas police. 
Tonight he was accused of the killing. 

SUSPECT CAPTURED AFTER SCUFFLE 

Oswald, 24 years old, was also accused of slaying a police¬ 
man who had approached him in the street. Oswald was sub¬ 
dued after a scuffle with a second policeman in a nearby 
theater. 

The shooting took place at 12:30 P.M., Central standard 
time (1:30 P.M., New York time). Mr. Kennedy was pro¬ 
nounced dead at 1 P.M. and Mr. Johnson was sworn in at 
2:39 P.M. 

Mr. Johnson, who was uninjured in the shooting, took his 
oath in the Presidential jet plane as it stood on the runway at 
Love Field. The body of the President was aboard. Imme¬ 
diately after the oath-taking, the plane took off for Washing¬ 
ton. 

Standing beside the new President as Mr. Johnson took the 
oath of office was Mrs. John F. Kennedy. Her stocking was 
saturated with her husband’s blood. 

Gov. John B. Connally Jr. of Texas, who was riding in the 
same car with Mr. Kennedy, was severely wounded in the 
chest, ribs and arm. His condition was serious, but not critical. 

The killer fired the rifle from a building just off the motor¬ 
cade route. Mr. Kennedy, Governor Connally and Mr. John¬ 
son had just received an enthusiastic welcome from a large 
crowd in downtown Dallas. 

Mr. Kennedy apparently was hit by the first of what wit- 



nesses believed were three shots. He was driven at high speed 
to Dallas’s Parkland Hospital. There, in an emergency operat¬ 
ing room, with only physicians and nurses in attendance, he 
died without regaining consciousness. 

Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Connally and a Secret Service agent 
were in the car with President Kennedy and Governor Con¬ 
nally. Two Secret Service agents flanked the car. Other than 
Mr. Connally, none of this group was injured in the shooting. 
Mrs. Kennedy cried, “Oh no!” immediately after her husband 
was struck. 

Mrs. Kennedy was in the hospital near her husband when 
he died, but not in the operating room. When the body was 
taken from the hospital in a bronze coffin about 2 P.M., Mrs. 
Kennedy walked beside it. 

Her face was sorrowful. She looked steadily at the floor. 
She still wore the raspberry-colored suit in which she had 
greeted welcoming crowds in Fort Worth and Dallas. But she 
had taken off the matching pillbox hat she wore earlier in the 
day, and her dark hair was windblown and tangled. Her hand 
rested lightly on her husband’s coffin as it was taken to a wait¬ 
ing hearse. 

Mrs. Kennedy climbed in beside the coffin. Then the ambu¬ 
lance drove to Love Field, and Mr. Kennedy’s body was 
placed aboard the Presidential jet. Mrs. Kennedy then at¬ 
tended the swearing-in ceremony for Mr. Johnson. 

As Mr. Kennedy’s body left Parkland Hospital, a few 
stunned persons stood outside. Nurses and doctors, whisper¬ 
ing among themselves, looked from the window. A larger 
crowd that had gathered earlier, before it was known that the 
President was dead, had been dispersed by Secret Service men 
and policemen. 

PRIESTS ADMINISTER LAST RITES 

Two priests administered last rites to Mr. Kennedy, a 
Roman Catholic. They were the Very Rev. Oscar Huber, the 
pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Dallas, and the Rev. James 
Thompson. 

Mr. Johnson was sworn in as President by Federal Judge 
Sarah T. Hughes of the Northern District of Texas. She was 
appointed to the judgeship by Mr. Kennedy in October, 1961. 

The ceremony, delayed about five minutes for Mrs. Ken¬ 
nedy’s arrival, took place in the private Presidential cabin in 
the rear of the plane. 

About 25 to 30 persons—members of the late President’s 
staff, members of Congress who had been accompanying the 
President on a two-day tour of Texas cities and a few re¬ 
porters—crowded into the little room. 

No accurate listing of those present could be obtained 
Mrs. Kennedy stood at the left of Mr. Johnson, her eyes and 
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face showing the signs of weeping that had apparently shaken 
her since she left the hospital not long before. 

Mrs. Johnson, wearing a beige dress, stood at her husband’s 
right. 

As Judge Hughes read the brief oath of office, her eyes, 
too, were red from weeping. Mr. Johnson’s hands rested on a 
black, leather-bound Bible as Judge Hughes read and he re¬ 
peated : 

“I do solemnly swear that I will perform the duties of the 
President of the United States to the best of my ability and 
defend, protect and preserve the Constitution of the United 
States.” 

Those 34 words made Lyndon Baines Johnson, one-time 
farmboy and schoolteacher of Johnson City, the President. 

JOHNSON EMBRACES MRS. KENNEDY 

Mr. Johnson made no statement. He embraced Mrs. Ken¬ 
nedy and she held his hand for a long moment. He also 
embraced Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, Mr. Ken¬ 
nedy’s private secretary. 

“O.K.,” Mr. Johnson said. “Let’s get this plane back to 
Washington.” 

At 2:46 P.M., seven minutes after he had become Presi¬ 
dent, 106 minutes after Mr. Kennedy had become the fourth 
American President to succumb to an assassin’s wounds, the 
white and red jet took off for Washington. 

In the cabin when Mr. Johnson took the oath was Cecil 
Stoughton, an armed forces photographer assigned to the 
White House. 

Mr. Kennedy’s staff members appeared stunned and be¬ 
wildered. Lawrence F. O’Brien, the Congressional liaison 
officer, and P. Kenneth O’Donnell, the appointment secretary, 
both long associates of Mr. Kennedy, showed evidences of 
weeping. None had anything to say. 

Other staff members believed to be in the cabin for the 
swearing-in included David F. Powers, the White House re¬ 
ceptionist; Miss Pamela Turnure, Mrs. Kennedy’s press secre¬ 
tary, and Malcolm Kilduff, the assistant White House press 
secretary. 

Mr. Kilduff announced the President’s death, with choked 
voice and red-rimmed eyes, at about 1:36 P.M. 

“President John F. Kennedy died at approximately 1 
o’clock Central standard time today here in Dallas,” Mr. 
Kilduff said at the hospital. “He died of a gunshot wound in 
the brain. I have no other details regarding the assassination 
of the President.” 

Mr. Kilduff also announced that Governor Connally had 
been hit by a bullet or bullets and that Mr. Johnson, who had 
not yet been sworn in, was safe in the protective custody of 
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the Secret Service at an unannounced place, presumably the 
airplane at Love Field. 

Mr. Kilduff indicated that the President had been shot once. 
Later medical reports raised the possibility that there had been 
two wounds. But the death was caused, as far as could be 
learned, by a massive wound in the brain. 

Later in the afternoon, Dr. Malcolm Perry, an attending 
surgeon, and Dr. Kemp Clark, chief of neurosurgery at Park¬ 
land Hospital, gave more details. 

Mr. Kennedy was hit by a bullet in the throat, just below 
the Adam’s apple, they said. This wound had the appearance 
of a bullet’s entry. 

Mr. Kennedy also had a massive, gaping wound in the back 
and one on the right side of the head. However, the doctors 
said it was impossible to determine immediately whether the 
wounds had been caused by one bullet or two. 

RESUSCITATION ATTEMPTED 

Dr. Perry, the first physician to treat the President, said a 
number of resuscitative measures had been attempted, includ¬ 
ing oxygen, anesthesia, an indotracheal tube, a tracheotomy, 
blood and fluids. An electrocardiogram monitor was attached 
to measure Mr. Kennedy’s heart beats. 

Dr. Clark was summoned and arrived in a minute or two. 
By then, Dr. Perry said, Mr. Kennedy was “critically ill and 
moribund,” or near death. 

Dr. Clark said that on his first sight of the President, he 
had concluded immediately that Mr. Kennedy could not live. 

“It was apparent that the President had sustained a lethal 
wound,” he said. “A missile had gone in and out of the back 
of his head causing external lacerations and loss of brain 
tissue.” 

Shortly after he arrived, Dr. Clark said, “the President lost 
his heart action by the electrocardiogram.” A closed-chest 
cardiograph massage was attempted, as were other emergency 
resuscitation measures. 

Dr. Clark said these had produced “palpable pulses” for a 
short time, but all were “to no avail.” 

IN OPERATING ROOM 40 MINUTES 

The President was on the emergency table at the hospital 
for about 40 minutes, the doctors said. At the end, perhaps 
eight physicians were in Operating Room No. 1, where Mr. 
Kennedy remained until his death. Dr. Clark said it was diffi¬ 
cult to determine the exact moment of death, but the doctors 
said officially that it occurred at 1 P.M. 

Later, there were unofficial reports that Mr. Kennedy had 
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been killed instantly. The source of these reports, Dr. Tom 
Shires, chief surgeon at the hospital and professor of surgery 
at the University of Texas Southwest Medical School, issued 
this statement tonight: 

“Medically, it was apparent the President was not alive 
when he was brought in. There was no spontaneous respira¬ 
tion. He had dilated, fixed pupils. It was obvious he had a 
lethal head wound. 

“Technically, however, by using vigorous resuscitation, in¬ 
travenous tubes and all the usual supportive^ measures, we 
were able to raise a semblance of a heartbeat.” 

Dr. Shires said he was “positive it was impossible” that 
President Kennedy could have spoken after being shot. “I 
am absolutely sure he never knew what hit him,” Dr. Shires 
said. 

Dr. Shires was not present when Mr. Kennedy was being 
treated at Parkland Hospital. He issued his statement, how¬ 
ever, after lengthy conferences with the doctors who had 
attended the President. 

Mr. Johnson remained in the hospital about 30 minutes 
after Mr. Kennedy died. 

The details of what happened when shots first rang out, as 
the President’s car moved along at about 25 miles an hour, 
were sketchy. Secret Service agents, who might have given 
more details, were unavailable to the press at first, and then 
returned to Washington with President Johnson. 

KENNEDYS HAILED AT BREAKFAST 

Mr. Kennedy had opened his day in Fort Worth, first with 
a speech in a parking lot and then at a Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast. The breakfast appearance was a particular triumph 
for Mrs. Kennedy, who entered late and was given an ovation. 

Then the Presidential party, including Governor and Mrs. 
Connally, flew on to Dallas, an eight-minute flight. Mr. John¬ 
son, as is customary, flew in a separate plane. The President 
and the Vice President do not travel together, out of fear of a 
double tragedy. 

At Love Field, Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy lingered for 10 min¬ 
utes, shaking hands with an enthusiastic group lining the 
fence. The group called itself “Grassroots Democrats.” 

Mr. Kennedy then entered his open Lincoln convertible at 
the head of the motorcade. He sat in the rear seat on the 
right-hand side. Mrs. Kennedy, who appeared to be enjoying 
one of the first political outings she had ever made with her 
husband, sat at his left. 

In the “jump” seat, directly ahead of Mr. Kennedy, sat 
Governor Connally, with Mrs. Connally at his left in another 
“jump” seat. A Secret Service agent was driving and the two 
others ran alongside. 
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